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Michael Landy (born 1963) currently is the Associate Artist at the National 
Gallery. London-born Michael Landy is perhaps best known for 2001’s Break 
Down, during which he systematically catalogued then shredded every single 
one of his 7,227 possessions over the course of a week 
 
PINTORICCHIO Saint Catherine of Alexandria with a Donor, probably 
about 1480-1500 Medium: Oil on wood. Saint Catherine was tortured on a 
wheel by the Emperor Maxentius for refusing to renounce her Christian 
faith. The wheel broke and Catherine was eventually beheaded instead. Her 
martyrdom is remembered in the firework called the ‘Catherine Wheel’ 
 
View of the exhibition Saints Alive now on display at the National Gallery 
London until 24 November. This exhibition consists of seven kinetic sculptures 
that are operated by visitors. The sculptures represent figures and stories of 
popular saints taken from the history of art.  
 
The National Gallery of London houses one of the greatest collections of 
Western European painting in the world from the 13th to the 19th centuries. 
 

a) Who is the Associate Artist at the National Gallery? 
b) For what is Michael Landy perhaps best known?  
c) Which is the exhibition now on display at the National Gallery? 
d) Of what does the exhibition consist? 
e) Who operates the sculptures? 
f) Which kind of collection does National Gallery of London house? 
g) Who is the saint depicted in Pinturicchio’s picture? 
h) Where is the Pinturicchio picture held? 
i) How was Saint Catherine martyrized? 
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